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I.—F'orREIGN POLITICS. 


The Daintk-o Samachar Chandrika of the 20th August says that it Darsix-osamacuan 


would have been better if the son of the Khan 


of Khelat had been made a G.C.LE. by Lord 
Lansdowne, and Lord Elgin had kept his hands clean of Khielat. 


The Khan of Khelat. 


I[.--Home ADMINISTRATION. 


2, The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 16th August saysthat the Editor 
* of the Kaisur-Punch in Balia in the North-Western 
I}]-treatment by the police of a > : ; : : 
Native Editor in the North. Drovinces having written in his paper about the 
Western Provinces. scandalous conduct of the local police, and of 
certain nativo officers, one tahsildar Abdul Hakim got angry with him, and 
engaged some badmashes at the instigation of tho police to beat him. But the 
Editor having come to know of this in time was, on the 22nd July last, going to 
the Deputy Magistrate’s Court to bring it to that officer’s notice, when he was 
attacked by the badmashes and would have been beaten by them, but for the 
interference of some respectable people. ‘The Editor immediately after this 
saw the Deputy Magistrate, who advised him to give uotice of the matter to the 
yolice. 
' The Editor accordingly went to the thana, but as soon as he was there, 
the police finding him in their power handcuffed him and dragged him into 
the room of Inspector Sufdur Ali, where he was cruelly beaten and mercilessly 
treated. He was not released before tho Deputy Magistrate bimsclf appeared 
on the scene. : 
3. The Bharat Mitra of the 16th August says that the respectablo people 


. meee) Wengen ss of the Meerut town are often ill-treated by drunken 
Rf oto patsy Europeau soldiers. 


4, The Banganivasi of the 17th August says that, in consequence of the 
Increase of theft and dacoity in 2Dolition of the Chuadanga sub-division, theft and 
~ some villages in the Nadia dis- dacoity have become very rife within villaves 

trict. which were formerly under the jurisdiction of the 
thanas at Jivannagar and Mahipal. These thanas have now been removed from 
those places and this accounts for the recrudescence of crime in the villages. 
One is at a loss to see why the sub-division was abolished, and why the thanas 
were removed from the places where they had been since the commencement. of 
English rule in this country. 
d. The Sanjvant of the 18th August thus reviews the Resolution on the 
Tho Resolution on the Bengal Bengal Police Administration Report for 1893 :— 
Yolice Administration Report for In 1893 the number of District Superintendents 
1893. was increased by 2, while the number of ° Assistant 
Superintendents was reduced by 8, and the number of probatioaers by 7, but 
the cost of this reduced staff was greater than the cost of the staff in the 
preceding year. ‘T’hus the hope that the reduction of the number of Assistant 
Superintendents would be attended with a reduction of expenditure has not 
been realised. 
On the other hand, though the strength of the native police staff increased 
irom 23,390 men in 1892 to 23,719 in 1893, the cost of its maintenance 
(lecreased. In 1892 Rs. 28,66,852 was spent for the maintenance of the native 


police, but in 1893 the expenditure fell to Rs. 28,47,004. Thus while the 


strength of the native police increased by 329, its cost fell by Rs. 19,848. 
lhe contrary, however, was the case with the European staff. 

The expenditure for Municipal and the Railway Police is met by Govern- 
ment, and it is decreasing from year to year. In 1891 this expenditure 
‘mounted to Its. 1,45,622, in 1892 to Rs. 1,38,195, and in 1893 to Rs. 1,35,510. 
this reduction is being effected by the substitution of chaukidars for constables 
in the —— towns. The chaukidars employed by Government in the 
towns are paid very small salaries. But in the case of vi lage chaukidars, whose 
salaries are paid by the villagers, Government thinks that poor salaries will not 
secure good men, or efficient work. Does not the same argument apply equally 
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to town chaukidars? The Lieutenant-Governor is glad that increased salaries 
are being given to village chaukidars, and that chaukidars are taking the place 
of constables in the towns; that is to say, His Honour is equally glad at the 
appointment of better men when they are paid by the people, and at the 
appointment of inferior men when they are paid by Government. 
The number of chaukidars is being increased year after year. In 1892 
the number of chaukidars appointed under the Chaukidari Act was 96,787, 
in 1893 their number ‘was raised to 1,01,517. Taking the average salary of 
a village chaukidar to be Rs. 5 per month, the village people of Bengal had 
a to pay five lakhs of rupees in 1893 for maintaining chaukidars, besides extra 
a amounts for equipment and other charges. But have they derived any benefit 
7. from the expenditure of these five lakhs? Not the least. The villagers are in 
: tho same insecure condition in regard to their life and property in which they 
, i would be without chaukidars. 
| Having come to know tiat good men do not like to serve as chaukidars on 
—agecount of the police treating them as their menial servants, the Lieutenant- 
Governor prohibited the police from making chaukidars work like such servants ; 
and His Honour believes that his prohibition has proved effective, because 
very few reports of such treatment of chaukidars by tho police were received 
during tho year under review. But is His Honour not yet aware that he-is 
completely in the dark in this respect? The writer can assure him that there is 
scarcely a district where chaukidars are not still treated by the police es their 
menial servants, or where they are not still subjected to black-mailing by the 
same authorities. The writer is aware that almost every chaukidar in Bengal 
has to pay to the police an annual nuzzar of one rupee. The Licutenant- 
Governor is a foreigner ; he knows nothing about this country, though he thinks 
he knows everything. 


SANJIVANT, 6. Referring to the Licutenant-Governor’s statement in the Resolution 
Aus. 18th, 1894, on the Police Administration Report for 1893, that 
Respectable Musalmans in the dying his recent tour in East Bengal he found 
chaukidari service. .. 
many respectable representatives of the Musalmans 
of Dacca, Comilla, Barisal, and Noakhali serving as chaukidars, the same paper 
says that the writer, with his experience of the country extending over twenty 
cars, is not aware of what the Licutenant-Governor says he has come to 
now of in his few hours’ tour. Everybody knows that East Bengal is inhabited 
by a large number of respectable Musalmans, but as the Licutenant-Governor 
has stated as the result of his enquiry that the members of thcir families 
have commenced serving as chaukidars, there is no alternative but taking this to 
be the case, 
ce abou 7. A correspondent of the same paper says that thefts are mfe in 
ei i i ee Barisal, and the prevalence of crime is due to 
Backergunge district. the neglect of their duty of night-watch by the 
constabulary. 
Murder is equally rife in the district. ‘lhe correspondent cannot give a 
complete list of the murders which have been committed during the present 
year, but he will mention some of them :— 


(1) Within the last two or three months, two or three men of the naib 
and talukdar classes have been shot dead in Bhati and other 
ee places, and the culprits have not yct been traced by the 
if yolice. 
a (2) A al aged twelve years, resident of a village near Patuakhali, 
murdered his elder brother’s wife. | 
“4g (3) A talukdar belonging to the Ghosh family of Gabha was killed 
| with a companion in the course of a quarrel regarding the 
‘- possession of the Bamna hit. 
‘Le Government has checked such crimes in other districts, and it is a matter of 
“4 regret that it cannot do so in this district. It is to be hoped that it will adopt 
mcasures for the suppression of the crime. 

8. The Banguvasi of the 18th August says that four constables of the 
Rajshahi police have been committed for trial in 
connection with the late firing affair. The accused 
sny that they fired under orders from superior officers, though the District 
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Superintendent denies having given them such orders. Under these circum- 
stances, it is not difficult to guess what the result of the trial will be, and some 
people are very anxious to know it. But why were not the constables, if 
they really fired without orders, committed for trial immediately after the 
occurrence ? 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


9. Inreference to the case of Jan Ali, lately tried in the Chittagong 
A case of murder tried in the Sessions, the Sansodhint of tho 13th August asks 
Chittagong Sessions. the following questions :— 

(1) Why was the report submitted by Mr. D. N. Mukharji kept back ? 
Why was it not submitted either to the Magistrate who tried 
the case in the first instance, or to the Sessions Judge ? 

(2) Why was the case disposed of in the Sessions Court before the 
report of the Chemical Examiner giving an analysis of the 

| blood-stained earth had*been submitted ? 

(3) Supposing that the Chemical Examiner’s report, as stated by tho 
police, arrived three days after tho sentence of hanging was 
passed, why was it not immediately submitted to the Sessions 
Judge, in order.to enable him to send it to the High Court 
along with the sentence when the sentence was roferred to 
that Court for confirmation ? , 

10. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 14th August refers to the Khulna assault 
ius icine ees case, and remarks as follows :— 

That Mr. Bell’s conduct towards Kosab Lal 
has been unworthy of his office must be admitted by everybody. It was very 
improper for him to assault Kesab Lal in the way he did. If he has not learnt 
self-control himself, with what grace can he asa Magistrate punish others for 
offences which are committed for want of self-control? When he was at 
Burdwan, Mr. Bell had the reputation of being a perfect gontleman, and his 
generosity in times of scarcity is well known. And whois not sorry to learn 
that a kind-hearted man like him has been guilty of such an act? Mr. Bell can 
now retrieve his reputation by apologising to Kesab Lal. The conduct of the 
Deputy Magistrate, Satis Chandra, has been very reprehensible. With the object 
of pleasing his superior officer, he not only dismissed the complaint brought by 
Kesab Lal, but also instituted proceedings against him under section 211 of the 
Penal Code. . 

11. .The Charu Mihir of the 14th August says that, under the ordors of the 
Boat-hire for the service of col. Uivisional Commissioner, boat-bire at the rate of 
lectorate processes in the Mymen- | oY, 7d and 100 per cent. 18 charged on the col- 
sing Ciatriet. lectorate processes in the Jamalpur, Netrakona, and 
Kishorganj sub-divisions respectively of the Mymensingh district. Now, as good 
roads have been constructed in many places in the district, communication by 
means of boatsis not needed every where, and sothere is no reason why boat- 
hire rates are charged on the Collectorate processes. People, therefore, not unna- 


turally suspect that, as Government has to serve many collectorate processes at_ 


its own cost, it has fixed a very high rate for boat-hire in order to recoup itself. 
It is said that in the Tangail sub-division ten boats have been regularly engaged 
for the service of processes; but there is no necessity for engaging so many 
boats there, and the Collector will, it is hoped, reconsider the matter. 
12. The Bankura Darpan of the 15th August says that more harm than 
Recording deposition of witnesses good is done by investing native hakims with the 
in English. power of writing the depositions of witnesses in 
English. As English equivalents of the words which are used. by native 
Witnesses cannct always be had, it will be well if the depositions of witnesses are 
Written in the vernaculars. English not being their mother tongue, the Bengali 
hakins find at times very great difficulty in rendering the depositions of witness- 
es into decent English. For this reason, many experienced hakims, though em- 
, Powered to write depositions in English, — to write themin Bengali. But the 
young Babus have never been known to su 
fretand foam overthe work of translating depositions than admit their ignorance 
and inability, and write them in their mother tongue. Asa consequence there 
are frequent discrepancies between the actual statements of witnesses and their 
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translations into English. The writer is therefore of opinion that before the 
power of writing depositions in English is conferred on young hakims, they 
should be trained in the work of translation for some tinie. 
13. The Murshidabad Hitaisht of the 15th August says that great difficulty 
The registration of mahals in i8¢Xperienced in registering mahals in the Murshid. 
the Murshidabad Collectorate. abad Collectorate. <A petition for such registration 
is first sent to the mahafezkhana for examination if it has been correctly drawn 
up, and if the slightest inaccuracy is detected in it, it is rejected ; but the in- 
accuracy is not pointed out. Any one wishing to know what the inaccuracy 
is, is told that he cannot know what it is without paying a searching fee. It is 
hoped that the collectorate scrishtadar will see thatthe public are not incon- 
venienced in this way. 
14. The Banganivasi of the 17th August is surprised to learn from the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika’s correspondent that Babu Satis Chan- 
oe dra Bose, Deputy Magistrate of Khulna, has been 
granted leave for two months and twenty-one days on account of head com- 
plaints. He had been suffering from those complaints and returned from leave 
only on the 26th July, and took up the assault case on the 30th following. 
According to the correspondent his health isin a deplorable condition, and he has 
become an object of pity indecd. But why did he join before his health was 
perfectly restored ? The public has nothing to do with his health ; they 
want to see him do justice. If he felt that he was not in a fit state of 
mind and body, why did he not ask for an extension of his leave? If 
he had done so, the people would have been spared their present humiliation 
and the taunts of Anglo-Indians on his account. Kesab Lal would have 
been spared the necessity of going upto the High Court. As regards Mr. Bell, 
he has been in office only for a short time, and he still retains his boyish 
freakishness to the fullest measure. On the day of the assault he had ridden 
twenty miles in the sun, and he lost his temper because he was heated. The 
writer will never forget the good name which he earned in Faridpur by his 
charity. After his letter to Mr. Pope cordially confessing his fault, the writer 
is not disposed to say anything more about him. 
15. The Hitavadi of the 17th August says that Babu Satis Chandra Bose, 
Baba Satis Chandra Bose, the ghatiram of Khulna is now suffering from head 
Deputy Magistrate of Khulna. complaints. <A short time ago he took two months’ 
leave on account of ill-health, and he was not fully recovered when he tried 
the Khulna case. Alas, the poor fellow’s condition is pitiable. But he need 
not apprehend any harm to himself from his trial of the Khulna case under 
the present Lioutenant-Governor, who has indirectly encouraged Messrs. Phillips, 
Radice, Konstam and others in their oppressions; he hasno cause for fear. Even 


if ho is now punished for appearance’s sake, he can count on,an early promo- 
tion. 


16. The Uchit Vakia of the 18th August says that the Magistrate of 
Bihar levied a fine of Rs. 50 upon each of certain 


zamindars for failing to supply russud for gg 8 
The writer fails to understand under what law the Magistrate inflicted this 
punishment. 
17. The Bangavasi of the 18th August has heard that some Deputy 
Late hours in some Criminal Magistrates in Mymensingh hold their courts till 


Fine for failing to supply russud. 


Courts in Mymensingh. nine or ten o'clock in the evening, and observes 


that the Deputy Babus, who get fat salaries, may, under the pressure put upon 


them by the Licutenant-Governor and for the sake of their service, work till 

such late hours, but why should clerks on ten or fifteen rupees a month and the 
parties be inconvenienced in this way ? 

18, Vhe Dacca Prakash of the 19th August has learnt that the Dacca 

A complaint against Mr. Faul- pleaders will probably bring a complaint against 


der, Magistrate of Dacca. lr. Faulder, Magistrate, on account of his having 
used towards them such insulting expressions as liar, &c. 


19, ‘The Dacca Gazette of the 20th August says that, considering 


Oe tes oe _ Mr. Bell’s sympathy with the people when he was 


__at Sirajganj, and his exemplary conduct as a Magis- 
trate, the recent affair at Khulna cannot but be regarded as a most unfortunate 


occurrence; aud even in this occurrence, unfortunate as it was, Mr. Bell has 
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shown how magnanimous it has been of him that, being the Magistrate of a 
district, he has expressed sorrow for having rashly beaten a very common man. 
His present rash action should be forgotten in consideration of his past: conduct. 
It would reflect discredit on the Bengali name if, after doing so much for them, 
Mr. Bell comes to harm at their hands, or on their account. 

20. The Dazinik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd August has the 
- following regarding Mr. Beatson Bell :— 

Being the Mayistrate of a district, Mr. Bell is 
its de facto ruler. He knows what he is, and how much power he wields. It 
is very easy for him to remonstrate with or abuse a zamindar’s muharrir, and 
to give him, not fourteen, but fourtcen hundred cuts with his whip. But if 
instead of being the native muharrir of a native zamindar, Keshablal had been 
the European Manager of a European planter, could Mr. Bell have been angry 
with him, or could he have dare'l to whip him? | 

Everyone can get angry; but everyone cannot show his anger against 
everybody. It is not certainly manliness in the strong to make an ocxhibition 
of anger and power against the weak. It was. wrong and cowardly of 
‘Mr. Bell to be angry with the muharrir. He himself says he got angry 
because the muharrir could not give him milk. But does he deserve to be 
called a man who can be driven to madness by hunger ? 

As the ruler of a district it is Mr. Bell's duty to protect the innocent and 
keep the wicked in check, and compel people to abide by the law by himself 
setting the example of abiding by it. But he has done the very reverse of all this. 

Some people say that. Nr. ell is a very good and kind-hearted man. But 
where was his kindness when he beat Keshablal? Is it kindness to oppress the 
weak ? The world does not, in fact, gain much from the kindness of the man 
who cannot control himself. Impulsive kindness is not real kindness, nor is 
capricious magnanimity the real virtue. 

In 1859, shortly after the Mutiny, Engineer Lieutenant MacNeill was in 
charge of the road from Jiaganj to Nalhati in the Murshidabad district. 
One of his chaprasis having complained to him against a villager, the 
Lieutenant had the man brought into his camp and gave him a sound flogging 
with a tent rope. He next wrote to the District Magistrate, saying that he 
would fire if the villagers, as seemed probable, made a row after what had 
occurred. But Mr. Haywood, the Magistrate, sent a body of police to bring him 
to his senses, and wrote to him that he would bring his conduct to the notice 
of Government; and he did as a matter of fact report to the Commissioner, 
Mr. W. H. Elliott, who expressed disgust at the Engineer’s conduct, and 
fully supported the Magistrate’s action. But such lessons are seldom taught 
now-a-days. And who shall teach them such lessons when the Lieutenant- 
Governor himself shows indulgence to wrong-doers? But what is that which 
has brought about this change in the spirit of the administration? Why are 
not the present Civilians found to be as solicitous as their predecessors to protect 
the subject people, to protect the innocent and to keep the wicked in check ? 
Is the change from Haileybury to competition responsible for this? Is it true 
that sons of good families do not now enter the Civil Service ? 

Or is the Congress answerable for the change? That cannot be, Keshablal 
is not certainly a Congress man. 

Is it then the Ilbert Bill that must take the blame ? 

. o. When that Bill was being discussed, Mr. Bell was probably reading 
at school. 

The probability is that it is the higher authorities who are spoiling the 
lower officers by undue indulgence; and the partiality of the authorities for 
their own countrymen is very likely the cause of the entire evil. It seems to 
be a policy now-a-days with many officials to harass the natives. But such 
departure from. jystice and impartiality ought not to be allowed ; nor should 
the strong be allowed to commit the sligutest oppression on the weak. 


(1) — Education. 
21. The Charu Mihir of the 14th August says that, without aid from the 
District Board, the Mymensingh Technical School 


is not likely to live long. Jogendra Babu, the 
founder of the school, has refused to increase his 


Mr. Beatson Bell. 
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annual grant of Rs. 2,000 in its aid, and the Board ought to save the school 
by contributing something to its funds. If the school is conducted on the 
model of the Rangpur Technical Institution, 1ts numerical strength will increase, 
and a time will come when the Board will be in a position to withdraw its 
rrant. , 
: 22, The Sahkachar of the 15th August says that at a mecting held at the 
: Albert Hall, Calcutta, under the presidency of the 
Hon’ble Dr. Gurudas Banerji, the majority of those 
who took part in it passed a resolution to the 


The Bengali language in the 
University. 


effect that the University curriculum ought to include text-books written in 


Bengali. The writer approves of this resolution, although he is not unaware 
of the objections which have been brought against it in very influential quarters, 
Considering that it took several centuries for French, English, and other 
European languages to arrive at their present state of development, the progress 
made by Bengali has been of a unique character. Instruction in all useful 
subjects, in order to be effectual, ought to be conveyed through the medium of 
the mother-tongue, and at the Albert Hall meeting many people expressed 
their opinion that, with the recognition of Bengali by the University, books on 
science and the arts will come to be written in that language. This may cause 
some inconvenience at first, but this inconvenience will to a great extent 
disappear with the adoption of the same technical nomenclature in all books. 
23. The Education Gazette of the 17th August says that Sanskrit being 


al Pee already optional in the Entrance and B.A. examina- 
engals ergug Sees“ tions, its study will receive a serious check if it is 
also made optional in the F'.A., as some people who are great advocates of the 
introduction of Bengaliin the higher University examinations propose to do. 
They are greatly mistaken who think that Bengali will improve by its recog- 
nition by the University, obtained at the cost of Sanskrit. No real knowledge 
of Bengali can be acquired without a knowledge of Sanskrit. A man who 
does not know Sanskrit makes mistakes in spelling Bengali words. Though 
the University does not do much towards the cultivation of Sanskrit, yet the 
little it does awakens a love for that language in the minds of many, and it is 
such men who are improving and enriching the Bengali language and literature. 
Whatever is good in Bengali literature is due to the cultivation of Sanskrit. 
Again, as all works on Hindu religion and philosophy are written in Sanskrit, 
a knowledge of that language becomes indispensable to those who would read 
them. The classical languages are compulsvry in all European Universities, 
but the motern languages of Europe are growing nevertheless. It ought to be 
the aim of a University to encourage learning and culture, and not merel 
to train up people to the requirements of everyday life; and judged from this 


point of view, even those who prepare themselves for the medical and other 
professions ought to study Sanskrit. 


— 


24. The Atavadi of the 17th August has the following in connection with 
The Bengali Entrance Course the Bengali Entrance Course for 1897 :— 

for 1897. Under cover of its motto, ‘‘The advancement 
of learning,” the University is fostering ignorance, and for the sake of paltry 
lucre is giving boys poison in the name of nectar. Can nothing be done to put an 
end to this? Is there no one either in the Senate or in the Syndicate willing 
to do his duty ? The Bengali Course for 1891 was full of errors, and had to be 
ig Uae the very next year. But the University authorities had printed off 
a laree number of copies of this book, and the book with all its errors has been 


again fixed for 1897,in order that they may make a profit by the sale of the 


unsold copies. The selection of this book is in keeping with the character of 
the Board of Studies in Sanskrit and Bengali, consisting as it does of a set of 
low, little-minded men, whose object is to foster ignorance in the country. 
Now to the question, who is the ignoramus who has made this compilation? 
The title page does not contain the name of the compiler, but the Caleutia 
Grazetle says that the compiler is one Sarada Charan Mitra, m.a. and B.L. 
The name is not enough for identification. Is he the same person whose errors 
in a work on English grammar were pointed out in the columns of this paper, OF 
18 he the same man who displayed so much ignorance in an cdition of Vidyapati? 
Whoever he may be, his edition of the Bengali Course for 1897 shows that he is 


a muhajan who possesses a monopoly of ignorance. He has appended notes to & 


t 


ts 


few passages in the text, and these notes betray stupendous ign oranee. Compare, 
' for instance, his note on the word dandasuka, occurring in page 9, and that on 
the words marala bhasha, in page 117. ‘The former word does not mean, as the 
compiler says it means, one ready to bite ; it means one who bites again and 
again. As regards his second note, he has by a mistake given tothe words a 
meaning which is wholly wrong. The cerebral (¥)in the end of the word bhasha 
is enough to prevent any misunderstanding of the passage. The sentence occur- 


ring in page 11, @ cay cotata eme aif, is perfectly meaningless, the expression 
gaifas WA occurring in the passage beginning with c#e ME—GI AS, BS as farca 
&c., in page 97 is open to the same objection. There are also inthe book passages 
revolting to modern taste. Compare the lines ya ya atfeck sea = in page 
79. Errors in spelling occur in pages 6, 7, 10, 25, 30, 31, 32, 40, 42, 47, 60, 63, 
64, 76, 86, 96, 97, 103, 105, 110, 112, 115, and 116. The price of the book 1s 
Rs. 1-8, although it consists of only 11? pages. Will not the Director of Public 
Instruction, the present Vice-Chancellor of the University, who is a khas saheb, 


and who is incapable of meanness, little-mindedness and _ partiality, look to this 
matter of the price? The writer would remind him of the principle on which 


he reduced the price of Bhishma Charita by Babu Rajanikant Gupta, of Padya . 


Path by Babu Jadu Gopal Chatterjee, and of Charu Path, Part III, by the late 
Babu Akshay Kumar Datta. 
25, The same paper says that, if Babu Ram Chandra Mitra’s proposal for 
eae the introduction of Bengali in the curriculum of the 
oe in the F A. Examina- FF, A. examination is carried, the study of Sanskrit 
| will receive a check, and the whole result will be 
by no means a desirable one. Dr. Asutosh Mukerjee’s amendment, viz., that 
the Sanskrit Course for the F. A. examination should be reduced, and a paper 
requiring an original composition in Bengali should be set at that examination, 
does not also commend itself to the writer. A paper on Bengali composition 
should not require a reduction of the Sanskrit course. When the rule 
requiring papers in Bengali composition and translation at the Entrance examin- 
ation was passed, no reduction of the Sanskrit course for that examination 
was allowed to be made. Considering the present deplorable condition of the 
Bengali language, it is very desirable that its study should not be dissociated 
from that of Sanskrit. It 1s not true, as some people say, that Bengali stands 
in no need of University recognition, and that Bengalis can write good Bengali 
if they only take it into their head to do so. There are Bengalis who, though 
they can write a book in English with ease, find the greatest difficulty in 
writing an ordinary letter in their mother-tongue. The writer is sorry that 
many Musalmans are opposed to the introduction of Bengali inthe F. A. curri- 
culum, The Bengal Musalmans are Bengalis by race, and Bengali is their 
mother-tongue. This being the case, they ought not to oppose a proposal like 
the above. Urdu has improved of late and the Urdu-speaking Musalmans 
may discuss the question of making Urdu a second language in the higher 
University examinations. Be that as it may, it does not look well for Musal- 
mans to take up a hostile attitude in a matter in which the interests of the 
Bengalis, at any rate of the Hindus, are involved. Bengali Hindus and Musal- 
mans now speak the same language and are like brothers to one another. 
26. The Pratskar of the 17th August is not sorry because the recent 
A nee order of the Director of Public Instruction requir- 
Partiality in the Education De- ing a more extensive employment of English educat- 
partment. ae Pp sf x S : 
ed Musalmans in the Education Department has 
opened out a prospect for the Musalmans, but he cannot help noting that the 
order is a proof of Government’s partiality to that section of the community. 
Does not Government pride itself upon following a policy of strict impartiality? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. | 


27. The Samay ot the 17th August says that the pound attached to the 
Garifa outpost in the 24-Parganus district is a ve 


A pound in the 24-Parganas narrow place, and is not entirely roofed or thatched, 


district. | 


suflicient fodder. 


and the animals detained in it are not given | 


HITAVADI, 
Aug. 17th, 1894. 


PRATIKAR, 


Aug. 17th, 1’$4. 


Samay, 


Aug. 17th 1894. 
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SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 18th, 1894. 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAB 
CHANDRIKa, 


Auy. 21st, 1894. 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Auy. 14th, 781, 


“(18 ) 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


28. Tho Sanjivant of the 18th August says that the new a 

' of the cost of the cadastral survey will no doubt 

The cost of the Bihar cadastral ring some relicf to the raiyat. But the Bihar 

man | raiyat should in justice be wholly exempted from 

liability to pay any part of the cost, becauso he has no occupancy or other 

right in the land he cultivates. Government has done injustice to him out of 
fear for the zamindar. 

29. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 21st August says that, though 

the cadastral survey has barely commenced, oppres- 

sions are already taking place in connection with 


it. A certain survey otiicer with the assistance of 
his men committed zu/m upon the raiyats, and even beat them for not supplying 


food gratis to the men engaged jin’ the vgs and not content with this, he 
also brought against the raiyats the charge of obstructing public servants in 
the execution of their duty. “At the trial of the case, which took place at 
Gopalganj, the survey officer was, however, found to blame. 

- Many such oppressions will take place in the course of the survey; and 
as the matter has already been brought to the notice of Parliament, the Secre- 
tary of State will have to make an enquiry into it. The writer knows what 
sort of explanation will go from this country; but the Secretary of State will 


have to stop the mouths of men like Henniker Heaton with that explanation, 
whatever it be. 


Oppression in connection with 
the Bihar cadastral survey. 


— (h)—General. 


80. The Charu Mihir of the 14th August has the following :— 


| After Mr. Bell’s shameful exhibition of temper, 
Pn pecs ina poor and the European officials of Government ought to 
“i admit that in this country hunger is often the 

chap, cause of crime. Mr. Bell is an educated and kind-hearted man, and 
18 SBE og charity on the occasion of the famine in Faridpur is the best 
proof of his sympathy with suffering humanity. That such a man should 


forget himself for a glass of milk and water, such a shameful exhibition of 


temper must strike one as something very strange. What must a poor illiterate 
man, who is himself fasting and whose children, unable to find milk in the 
breast of their emaciated mother, are crying before him do if not seek 
shelter in a jail? Hunger leads people to commit crime, and this is why the 
jail population of Bengal shows no decrease from year to year. As regards 
the free population of the country, one-fifth of it either starve or live on half a 
meal a day, and yet they do not show impatience at all proportional to their 
sufferings. Jf they had shown all the impatience which they might be naturally 
expected to feel, the country could not have enjoyed peace for one moment. 
Discontent is nevortheless, and for all that, fearfully deep in the inner strata 
of the population, and the regret is that the offivials of Government, although 
aware of its existence, take no notice of it. The writer has not forgotten 
the case in which Mr. Carlyle, Magistrate of Comilla, inflicted a_ light 
punishment on the man whom bin Ba had driven to crime, and gave him some 
money as alms; but Mr. Carlyle, the Magistrate, was a very different person 
from Mr. Carlyle the alms-giver, It is certainly a strange irony of fate that 
there should be a hard code of laws for the Government of a country, of which 


_ the people are so peaceful that they do not know what it is to be impatient, even 


under the acutest pangs of hunger. The peasant returns home hungry after his" 
day’s work in the hot sun, and finds that no one has prepared a dinner for him. 

He naturally loses all patience, andin a sudden fit of anger he kills somebody. 
But directly the crime is committed, he is pursued by the punchayat and the 
police, and brought before a Criminal Judge, and after suffering much harass- 
ment 1s sentenced to death or transportation for life by the highest Court in the 
land. But his punishment means also the punishment of his wife and children; 
and cases like this in which hard punishments are inflicted are not at all rare. 
Again, the police now make their appearance in p'aces where no disturbance 
of any sort is apprehended, and convert quiet neighbourhoods into prisons with- 


out walls. The cost of the police presses heavily on the poor, while the 
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military forces of the empire are increased from the fear of a peaceful people, 
and by sucking their blood dry. The people of India are now half dead in 
hunger and under hard punishment. And reduced to their last extremity, the 
twenty-five crores of the people of India, with folded hands and tearful eyes, 
are addressing the following prayer to the invincible British Raj, which 1s the 


deity presiding over the pantheon of smaller deitics—policemen, Judges, Magis-— 


trates, Lords, and Lieutenants. | o 

O Lord, look with a pitiful eye upon the offences which are committed 
under the impulse of hunger, cease to show yourself in that terrific form which 
inspires fear in the hearts of all, and for once be propitiated. If you are not 
propitious, the smaller avaéars will never give up rigorous rule. 

31. The Sahachar of the 15th August has the following on the subject 
of the Indian Military expenditure :— 

The increase of this expenditure is due to Eng- 
land’s European policy. Russia is looking wistfully at Constantinople, but as 
English opposition prevents her from establishing her influence in the Black 
Sea, the Hellespont and the Mediterranean, she takes her revenge by makit 
advances towards India from time to time. She, however, knows full well that it 
will be sheer madness on her part to send an army towards India within at 
least 50 years to come; she also knows that her hope of conquering India is a 
mere dream; and that do what she may, the natives of the country will not 
let her conquer it. But English statesman are ignorant of the condition of this 
country, while the Military clique here find it profitable to advance the 
frontier. And between the two, the people have to bear a very heavy burden 
in the shape of military expenditure. India should, therefore, insist on 
England’s. paying the cost of that part of its army which is in excess of 50,000 
men, and refuse to pay the salaries of the troops who stay in England. It 
should also assert its right of purchasing military stores in the cheapest 
market. English statesmen should be made to understand that even the agricul- 
tural classes here have come t» realise that the sole aim of the Government of 
England now is to suck out of India her whole substance. This sucking stands 
in the way of her internal improvement. It is now the conviction of the thirty 
crores of the Indian population that they possess only a tolerably fair system of 
education and judicial administration, and that whatever is done in other 
matters is done for the sole convenience of England. It is a matter for conso- 
lation, however, that the Europeans residing in this country have come to see 
this mischief, and the writer is grateful to them for this. If not aided by these 
Anglo-Indians, natives will never succeed in bringing the Ministry to their 
senses, England does not take a farthing from the colonies for the army and 
the navy which she maintains there. But she has not up to this time spent 
even a cowrie for India. India, however, asks of her nofavour; she only asks 
for justice, and prays that her arts and manufactures may not be wae: § and 
that she should not be asked to pay more than her proper share of the military 
expenditure. The time is sure to come when the people of India will get the 
rights which the people of Canada now enjoy, for thirty crores of natives and 
thousands of Englishmen will not for ever submit to the injustice which is 
involved in the present apportionment of the military expenditure. , 

32. The same paper ias the following :— 

The religious neutrality of Government has 
now been brought ona level with its system of 
administering. Criminal Justice. On the occasion 
of the recent Nag-panchami celebration at Puna, the Hindu processionists were 
ordered by the local officers to stop music near a musjid, Disgusted at this order; 
the Hindus went away leaving behind them the Car containing the image of the 
Naga. This is the first time the music of the Hiudus is found to disturb the devo- 
tions of the Musalmans. Prince Golam Muhammad’s Musjid is situated at the 
corner of Dharmatolla Street in Calcutta, but no objection is raised on the score of 
the,noise which is caused by the ceaseless vehicle traffic there. There is also a 
Catholic Church near, but tie Church bell is never objected to, As the Musal- 
mans object. to the Hindus making music near their musjids, the latter may 
fairly object to the Musalmans or any other section of the people making music 
near their temples. And what will Government say if they actually bring for- 
ward this objection? During the Muharrum celebration, the continual beating of 


Indian military expenditure. 


The religious neutrality of Gov- 
ernment. 


SAHACHAR, 
Aug. 15th, 1894, 


SAHACHAR. 
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tom-toms by the Musalmans prevents their neighbours from sleeping at night 
and what if this tom-tom beating is objected to? The writer does not of course 
advise the Hindus to bring this objection. But considering the turn which 
affairs are taking, it seems that the Christians, too, will in the course of time find 
themselves involved in religious troubles, England is now without a hero; and 
even a man like Mr. Gladstone has shown a disregard for Indian interests for 
the sake of a fow votes. ‘The Hindus are an innocent people; and supposing 
they are not innocent, the opposition which is being shown in religious matters 
is unprecedented. Even Musalman Padishas treated them with greater toler- 
ance. As there are no first class statesmen in England, so a number of third 
class men are doing what they like in India. These latter know that the 
country is loyal, and that the strength of the army is a guarantce against all 
internal troubles. But if this is so, they ought to be all the more careful in the 
government of the country. What is to be done now? ‘These incompetent 
officials do not know how to administer Justice impartially, and so the Hindus 
should unite together and scok the protection of Parliament. The conduct of 
the officials will have to be judged by the standard of the British policy, the 
orders of Parliament, the Queen’s proclamation, the promiscs made by great 
statesman and the enacted laws. If the present state of things continues, 
Governwent’s reputation for religious neutrality will greatly suffer. 

33. The Hitavadt of the 17th August has the following :— 

O exalted one! O Lord of Bengal! Why so 

“The HHitavadi's humble re- mych preparation for crushing the weak? Will 
presentation. | | - ae 

your glory be enhanced by grinding a poor and 

helpless Bengali under the revolving wheel of the Penal Code? My Lord, you 

should remember that people do not sacrifice their self-respect or shrink from a 

performance of their duty, simply because they are poor or are possessed of small 

means. You can only, if you are so minded, rob a poor subject of his life and 

property, and easily torment him and put him into a but it is not in your 

power to crush hus spirit. 

My Lord, what offence had the J/:tacadi given to you that you took the | 
opinion of the Legal Remembrancer, and sought to bring about a prosecution 
against it? It is true your efforts have proved unsuccessful, but even if they had 
been successful, you could not have expressed your anger more fully than you 
have. You are the Lord of Bengal, and our master in all matters. You ought 
to possess the patience and the equanimity of the Mount Sumeru. Lut instead of © 
doing that, does it bechove you to allow yourself to be agitated by trifling causes ? 
Js it your wish that while you go on doing wrong, people may not protest against 
your acts? If any such wish has found a place in your heart, give it up. Know 
for certain that no British subject can ever approve of any such wrong wish, 
and it is because the Indians know that no British subject can ever do this, that 
they are so charmed with the good qualities of Englishmen. 

Do you not remember that we too live in the empire of that large-minded 
people, and are the subjects of that Empress Victoria, one kindly glance of whose 
eye brought about the emancipation of the Negro slaves, and by whose favour 
the fetters fall off the feet of the slave the moment he stands on British soil? 


Do think even for once what nation it is among whom you were born. You have 


come to rule Bengal from a land which is the beloved abode of liberty, the most 


favoured seat of progress and civilization. You are the absolute sovereign of 


thousands of subjects. Why this personal anger on your part? You will have 
to bear everything, agreeable as well as disagreable, and to judge of right and 
wrong. Do you not sce that your exhibition of such fickleness muy bring 
aisgrace on the highest official post in Bengal ? 3 
You made an attempt to bring a criminal case against the Aitaradi, but 
owing to our good luck the attempt did not prove successful. We have not 
on that account conceived any prejudice against you, but it would not be 
enough even if we proclaimed with a hundred tongues that in this matter you 
have not acted properly. Nevertheless, we shall make an endeavour to con- 
vince you of this, and there will be no harm if we fail. For the Sastras say 
that if-a& man tries but fails, he incurs no blame. It therefore behoves us 
oO try. - | | a é 
Do you not know that the people of Bengal desire a continuance of British 
rule? Uhe man surely has no heart who does not appreciate in the fullest 
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measure the good qualities of that rule: a rule, that is, under the auspices of 
which we are safely and fearlessly sleeping on the lap of peace, freely speak- 
ing out our minds, and discussing the merits and demerits of every act of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. Whenever we address ourselves to the task 
of exposing the defects and faults of the system of administration, we are 
actuated by a strong desire to see a reform of those defects and faults; and 


beyond a wish to see an introduction of reforms, it is simply impossible for us _ 


to feel any desire for the subversion of British rule in India. Cannot ever 
official in Bengal see this? Nobody therefore doubts, or can possibly doubt, 
that the men who are always trying to strengthen the ties between the rulers 
and the ruled, are the real benefactors of the country, however disliked they 
maybe by thoughtless officials wanting in foresight. 


If publication in the newspapers of accounts of injustice and oppression 
really gives you agonising pain, then do not encourage injustice and oppression. 
For if there be no injustice and oppression committed, there will be none for 
the newspapers to publish. But know it for certain, that if cases of injustice 
and oppression occur on all sides, the fact will come to light somehow or other. 
It can never be reasonable or just to expect that simply because you desire to 
conceal the fact of oppression, the people will cease to hear and sec. One that 
does not possess omnipotence cannot be always on his guard. 


Why do you cast this angry glance at us, because we are occasionally 
permitted to see behind the screen? Would the empire or the public have 
been affected in the least if we had not como to know anything about the 
Barrackpore Cantonment affair, that case of oppression of a weak clerk ? Or is 
it the case that the interests of the empire have been in any way affected b 
the fact that we came to know, and let the public know, the plain speaking whic 
was indulged in by your Chief Sccretary in reference to the unreasonable 
abdar shown in the Kurscong Honorary Magistrate’s case, and his statement that 
it is impossible to act with reason and justice in matters involving race consi- 
derations ? Do you think that the giving of publicity to the attempt to rob 
a person of his land in Arrah has been injurious to public interests ? Do once 
let us know your mind. 


See, we have come to know even of your attempt to bring a caso against 
the Hitavadi, and we shall not hesitate to give publicity to many other matters 
which have come to our knowledge. You will by-and-bye hear everything. 
Your spies or officers will be able to do nothing. Many can sce through the 
screen. You will be unable to throw dust in the eyes of ail people; and as 
regards the attempt to forcibly gag public opinion in the light and civilisation 
of this nineteenth century, and under the rule of the progressive English 
Government, it is almost axiomatic that it will never be successful. } 


We shall point out to you the casiest way of stopping the people’s mouth, 
and we ask you to think of it. Do once try to follow the straight path, 
act according to the pledges given by the Empress of India, and conduct the 
work of administration with justice and impartiality, and you will see that 
the people will be charmed with your good qualities. You will not find in 
the world another such frank, confiding and contented people as the Indians. 
Do try to please them once, and see if all troubles do not come to an end. 
You are the Lieutenant-Governor, and we are your subjects. Once act 
according to the advice of these humble subjects, and you will witness satis- 
factory results all round. 


‘Government by brute force can never increase the glory or prestige of a 
sovereizn. Considering that the Indians area conquered people and get frightened 
at the mere sight of eyes red with anger, any infliction of punishment on 
them is simply superfluous, and will never enhance the power or prestige of 
the rulers. The sovereign’s true prestige lies in being able to attract the 
admiration and affection of the subject people; and the ruler can show 
himself entitled to more glory and power by earning the bhakti of his subjects 
than by inspiring them with terror. They are the true friends of the empire 
who point out the faults of the ruler and inform him of the discontent of 
the people, while those that try to conceal the ruler’s shortcomings are its 
enemies. It behoves the lord of Bengal to bear this in mind. 
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34, The Bangavasi of the 18th August says that the difficulty which is 

The begar system in the Sonthal experienced in getting coolies in the Assam and 
Parganas. North-Western frontiers makes it necessary to have 
recourse to the begar system in those places. But is the Lieutenant-Governor 
or the Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas aware that the system 
is also in full force in there? A Survey and Settlement Office having 
been lately opencd at Deoghur, one Jhupan Mahata, a resident of the village 
Bagra in the ‘Tur taluk, while passing along the public road in front of the 
cutcherry, was scized by a chaprasi of the Survey office and was told to carry 
a box. Jbupan refusing to do this, he was being dragged to the office, when 
two Inspectors and two Sub-Inspectors of police, who were near, told the 
chaprasi to let the man off. But the chaprasi told them that the man being a 
tenant of the Tcur taluk was under an obligation to serve as a begar coolie, 
Jhupan was at last sct free through the intercession of the Police Inspector 
of the sub-division. It is easy to guess what is done in the remote mufassal 
when such an occurrence can take place. in front of a cutcherry and in the 


presence of police officers. Will the Lieutenant-Governor ask the Deputy 
Commissioner to enquire into this matter ? 


LI]. — LEGISss. ATIVE. 


35. The Burdwan Sanjwani of the 14th August does not approve of the 

Tho law relating to the restita. provision of the law under which wives refusing to 

tion of conjugal rights. ng with their husbands may be punished with 

imprisonment. A husband can never hope to live in peace with a wife who 
is sent to jail at his instance. 

‘T’o send a woman to jail for refusal to live with her husband is therefore 
nothing short of an act of retaliation. But the abolition of imprisonment will. 
have at the same time a very demoralizing effect on women of the lower 
classes, among whom cases for the restitution of conjugal nghts are not very 
uncommon. ‘lhe writer is therefore of opinion that the law on the subject 
should be left as it is, but the passing of a sentence of imprisonment under it 
should be left to the discretion of the Courts. : ak 

36, The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 16th August says that 
the proposed sanitary drainage scheme should be 
executed with the proceeds of the Road and Public 
Works cesses. A new tax should not be levied for the purpose. 

37. The Banganivasi of the 17th August has the following in reference to 

The proposed amendment of the the Law Member’s proposal for the amendment of 
law relating to the restitution of section 260 of the Civil Procedure Code:—People 
conjugal rights. in this country are very poor, and their incomes | 
hardly suffice to meet their necessities, so their women can never have super- 
fluous cash in their hands. Nor do Indian women earn money like European 
women. Who then shall pay the fine if any one of them is fined under the 
proposed law? Necessity will compel them to procure a money-lender, and it 
should be therefore clear that the ultimate result of the proposed amendment 
will be an increase of female unchastity. | 

38. The Iitavradi of the 17th August says that the other day the Hon’ble 

Musalman nominations to the ¢th Luchhman Das asked a very umpleasant 
North-Western Provinces Legisla- Question in the Legislative Council of the North- 
tire Lnener Western Provinces. His question was, why were 
two Musalman gentlemen nominated Members of the Council in supersession 
of the claims of Babu Nilmadhub Ray, Judge of Benares, and of Lala Peyari 
Lal, Judgve of Lucknow? The reply given in behalf of Government was that 
in making the nominations Government was not guided by considerations of 
merit or seniority, but simply exercised the discretion vested in it by the law. 
But are the public to understand from this reply that Government made the 
nomunations simply because it was its pleasure to do so? Every one knows 
that Government has the power to nominate whomsoever it likes, but that 
does not certainly justify nominations irrespective of all considerations of merit 
or seniority, Government naturally feels unwilling to tell anybody why it 
is tempted to choose one man in disregard of the claims of another, and this 
has probably led it to hide the true cause of the supersession of the Hindu 


The Sanitary Drainage scheme. 
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gentlemen. Will not this nomination be regarded as an instance of Govern- 


ment’s partiality for Musalmans? 


39. The same paper admits that the management of property belonging 

| to Hindu shrines stands in need of overhauling, 
and that this overhauling cannot be effected with- 
out the assistance of Government. But as it is not at all desirable that 
Government should in any way interfere in the management of temple property, 
it should be asked to make laws empowering the Hindu public to do so in case 
of need. di 


Temple legislation. 


Poe at a te te ho «é 


40. The Saraswat Patra of the 18th August does not sec that any very 

The proposed amendment of the serious mischief will be done by the proposed 

law relating to conjugal rights. amendment of the law relating to conjugal nghts, 

but fails to see any necessity for such amendment, and observes that laws passed 
without sufficient reason often do‘more harm than good. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


41. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 18th August says that a 
tie sc te Mee heavy downpour from the 22nd to the 25th July 
Pr gy Plast has flooded some ten to fifteen parganas in the 
Midnapore district. ‘The Barchauka jala in the 
Amarasi pargana drains off water from a very large area, but having no out- 
let for the discharge of such water, its embankments burst this year, and five 
or six parganas were completely flooded, crops and raiyats’ huts being at the 
same time destroyed. ‘The people are not only inconvenienced, but are in great 
distress for want of food, as their crops were destroyed by floods last year too. 
The gradual silting up of the Bagda or Kalinagar khal, which has not been 
dredged since the abolition of the Salt Department, causes floods in the district 
on slight rainfalls, and Government has intensified the mischief by letting 
out the ya/pat land along the canal for purposes of cultivation, for this has 
necessitated the construction of bunds on both banks of the canal, thereby 
making its channel narrower. This year some fifteen or sixteen parganas in 
the Contai sub-division have been flooded by obstructed rain-water. It does 
not become Government thus to injure the raiyats for the sake of making a 
small profit. The people who have taken a lcase of the lands on the banks of 
the canal have been served with notices to quit, but they have not yet done so. 

42. A correspondent of the same paper says that the fisherman and 

a muchi classes of Jaffarganj and Harirampur thanas 

Rtg apgh oe ag ns in the Dacca district are in great distress. There 

are none in these parts to give them relief. Articles 

of gold, silver, copper and brass are selling at a fourth of their proper prices. 

Loans cannot be obtained, and when they can be obtained the interest charged 

is 2 annas per rupee. The jute crop has not yielded a good return. The water 
is rapidly rising. | 

43, Babu Devi Prasanna Rai Chaudhuri, Secretary of the Faridpur Subrid 

iii a Sabha, writes as follows in the Sanjivani of the 18th 
tress in Faridpur. August regarding the distress in Faridpur :— 

In reply to the address which was presented 
to him at Faridpur, the Licutenant-Governor denied that the local authorities 
held the same opinion of the prevailing distress as the people who presented 
the address. Communications were published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 
80th and 3ist July last, in order to show that the Liecutenant-Governor was 
wrong in denying the existence of distress, and the following appeared in the 
Indian Nation newspaper of the 6th August :— 

“Sir Charles Elliott speaking at Faridpur refused to accept unsupported 
statements in the Municipal address, to the effect that local district officers have 
borne testimony to the distress in the district and the necessity of Government 
help, His Honour made some very caustic remarks dwelling on the general 
and, so to say, voucherless character of the complaint. He wanted references 
to chapter and verse, or at any rate ‘clues.’ ‘lwo letters which appeared in 
the Amrita Bazar Patriké of Monday and Tuesday last furnish authorities 
enough. Since the commencement of the distress in July 1893, there have 
been four district officers—Mr. E, F. Growse, Mr. Beatson Bell, Mr. R. Pope, 
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and Mr. J. L. Herald. ‘The correspondent makes some extracts from the letterg 
of Mr. Growse and Mr. Pope, which bear out the statements in the address; and 
he states that, if the letters written by the other two Magistrates to the Com- 
missioner are called for, they also will be found to be to the same effect. A 
reply, which has been quoted, of the Commissioner to a Jetter of Mr. Herald's, 
indicates protty plainly the kind of views that must have been expressed in 
the letter.’ | 
Only one of the letters written by the Magistrates to the Secretary of the 
Suhrid gabha was published. The other letters, which are with the corre- 
spondent, will, if published, astonish the Lieutenant-Governor by the account 
they contain of the condition of the district, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
has only to refer to the resolution written by Sir Antony MacDonnell, as officiat- 
ting Licutenant-Governor, in order to be convinced that the district officers 
have fora year been informing Government of the condition of the people of 
Faridpur. The only officer who has been throughout suppressing facts 1s the 
worthy Deputy Saheb of Madaripur, and the correspondent has heard that 
Government has already bestowed much praise upon him. Yes; the officer who 
does not condescend to reply even to letters written officially is certainly a 
very worthy officer. Not a single letter written by the correspondent to the 
Deputy Magistrate regarding the distress elicited an answer from him. Once, 
indeed, did he write to the correspondent, but that wasto harshly demand of him 
an explanation for writing to the papers that deaths had occurred from starvation. 
It is an solely to him that the distress prevailing in Kotalipara has not yet — 
been officially brought to the notice of the authorities. When the corre- 
spondent was enquiring at Kotalipara whether any deaths had occurred from 
starvation, most people were unwilling to give him any information. When an 
old women told him that two men—Lakshman Datta and Swarup Datta—had 
died from that cause, the other women remonstrated with her, saying that 
she would be punished by the authorities for giving the information. The old 
woman on this entreated the correspondent not to bring her totrouble. The 
polico daroga of Kotalipara having gone to Utterhat to investigate a theft case, 
Was 80 pained at the sight of poor suffering women that he could not leave the 
place without giving them a pice each. He afterwards told his friend Bihari 
Babu that though he was seeing and knowing everything, he was unable to write 
anything; so strict was the order not to write. 


VI.—MIsceELLANEOUS. 


44. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 14th August is completely disheartened 
by the Lieutenant-Governor’s statement in reply to 
the Dacca Municipal address, that with the increase 
in the price of rice, the condition of the agricul- 
tural classes has improved. It is true the price of rice has increased, but has 
not the cost of agricultural operations also increased? Formerly the daily . 
weees of a ficld-labourer were two annas or ten pice, at present they are five or 
ve-and-a-half annas. Again the price of salt and other things, which are used 
in manuring ficlds, has now doubled, while the price of agricultural cattle and 
the cost of feeding them have also proportionately increased. There has also 
been a general increase in the price of all articles of everyday use. And as the 
days of home-made yarn and spinning wheels are gone, the agriculturists have 
now to buy cloth for themselves and family. And they, too, have imbibed 
European tastes and must now use umbrellas with steel handles, boots, wrappers 
shirts and other articles of luxury. As these things cost them much money, © 
they can save very little out of their scanty incomes. Thus it is not true, 
that the condition of the agricultural classes has improved with the rise in the 
prices of food-grains, 
45. The Lharat Mitra of the 16th August has the following in English :— 
aes ‘Tt is believed that a preliminary meeting of 
_ ch broposed mecting against vivi- the [indus and Jains of Calcutta and Upper Pro- 
vinces will soon be held in Bara Bazar, for the 
purpose of strongly protesting against the proposed Pasteur Institute, with 
which the most painful question ot Vivisection is inseparably connected, and the 
latter being quite aguinst the susceptibilities and the most hi 


ighly cherished, and 
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cthical and religious idgals of the majority of the people of India, proposition 
will be made to invite a public meeting to memorialize the Government of 
India not to allow the! proposed Vivisection Draft Bill to be brought forward 


for passage into law in the Supreme Legislative Council, and give any kind. 


of support to the proposed Pasteur Institute, as it directly or indirectly interferes 
with the religions of the two communities, and introduction of the Bill is quite 
unnecessary on some highly cherished social, moral and theological grounds. 

Babu Gulal Chand, Jeweller, will address the meeting. We also hold a 
long article on Vivisection which we shall insert in our next issue.”’ 


46. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 18th August says that lately 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s encour. L¥+ Luttman-Johnson had a theatrical performance 
agement of an immoral theatrical given in his house by & compan which has been 
Company. recently formed at Dacca, and which includes 
prostitutes among its members. This action of Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s has 
increased the popularity of the company, and even school-boys do not now 
hesitate to visit the place where the Company gives its performances ever 
Wednesday and Saturday. At the performance given in the Commissioner's 
house a large number of respectable native gentlemen including some Bengali 
Professors of the Dacca College, were present. The State clergyman was also 
present at the performance. Great credit is due to the missionaries of the 
Baptist and Catholic Churches for their moral courage in leaving the place of 


entertainment as soun as they learnt that the Company of players included 
prostitutes. : 


AssAM PAPERS. 


47, Referring tothe Assam Government’s Resolution on the Police 
Causes of increase of crime in ‘Administration Report of the Province for 1893, 
Sylhet. , the Srihatiavasi for the second fortnight of Sravan 
says that of the two reasons assigned by Government for the increase of crime 
in Sylhet, the first, namely, the prevailing dearth, is certainly a correct one, but 
people do not sce any force in the second reason, namely, the existence of 
avery large number of petty landholders in the district, because such land- 
holders have always existed there. The measure which Government would take 
with aview of checking crime will not prove successful. Increased strin- 
veney of the Penal Code, unaccompanied by any reduction in the prices of food- 
vrains, will fail to effect any improvement in this respect. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengals Translator. 

CALcuTtTa, 

Lhe 25th clugust 1894. 
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